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529 Plans Can Now Be Used for CRC Certification Expenses

A recent federal law has expanded how Americans can use 529 education savings plans,
and it's great news for current and future Certified Rehabilitation Counselors (CRCs).

529 Plans, which traditionally helped families save for college, can now be used to cover
costs associated with earning and maintaining recognized professional credentials.
Because CRCC maintains its accreditation with the National Commission for Certifying
Agencies (N.C.C.A.), the CRC qualifies as an eligible postsecondary certification. This
means candidates and certificants can use 529 funds for several key expenses.

What CRC-Related Costs Can a 529 Plan Cover?

Under the new law, individuals may use 529 plan withdrawals, tax-free, for qualified
expenses related to the CRC credential, including:

o CRC exam fees

e Required study materials, books, and supplies

« Continuing education needed to maintain CRC certification

o Other fees directly tied to obtaining or keeping the credential

This makes the CRC certification pathway more accessible and reduces the financial
burden for students, career changers, veterans, and working professionals.

Why Does the 529 Savings Plan Expansion Matter for Future and Current CRCs?

e More Affordable Pathways Into the Profession
o Using tax-advantaged savings for CRC expenses can lower the total cost of
becoming certified.
e Support for Lifelong Learning
o CRCs can use their 529 funds to stay current in the field by covering CE
requirements.
e A Signal of National Recognition
o Being eligible for 529 funding reinforces the CRC as a trusted, nationally
recognized credential aligned with high professional standards.
e Greater Access for New Audiences
o 529 beneficiaries are transferable, meaning families can direct unused
education funds toward CRC certification. This opens the door for more
individuals who want to enter the rehabilitation counseling profession.

How to Use Your 529 Plan for CRC Expenses

Individuals should contact their 529 plan administrator to confirm the withdrawal process
and any documentation needed. Most plans now cover qualified credentialing expenses.
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